Redemptorist Monastery
National Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

The Baptism of the Lord
End of the Christmas Season
January 9, 2022

MASS TIMES
Saturday:
Sunday:

5.00pm (Vigil)
7.00am, 9.00am,
10.30am & 6.00pm.
Monday:
6.30am
Tuesday:
6.30am &11.00 am
Wednesday: 6.30am & 11.00 am
Thursday:
6.30am &11.00 am
Friday:
6.30am & 11.00 am

NOVENA
to Our Lady or perpetual Help

Saturdays at 4.30pm.

Novena starts again on Saturday

RECONCILIATION TIMES
Note changed Summer programne

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

10.00am - 10.50am.
10.00am - 10.50am.
10.00am - 10.50am
10.00am - 10-.50am.
10.00am - 12.00pm.
4.00pm - 4.30pm.
5.45pm - 6.00pm.

Inspired by the baptism of fire

T

oday marks a
turning point in
the liturgical year
when we move out of the
Christmas festive season
into Ordinary Time. We
mark that turning point
with the gospel account
of a major turning point
in Jesus’ life and in
salvation
history.
It
comes with the Baptism
of Our Lord.
For Jesus, his baptism marks the beginning of his public ministry. For salvation
history, his baptism heralds the coming of a new age, a new era. Gone now is the
era of the Old Testament, when the people of Israel, guided by the Law and the
prophets, waited with great hope and expectation for the coming of the Messiah
and the liberation that he would bring.

H

e was come now. Jesus, however, wasn’t the saviour they were expecting.
For a while, John the Baptist looked like the one. But John had no doubts.
Fr Tuyen Vu CSsR, Pastor
He recognised Jesus as the Lamb of God, and proclaimed that “He
Fr Mark Chia CSsR
(Jesus)
will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Jesus’ baptism culminates
Fr Thomas McFall CSsR
with
the
appearance
of the Holy Spirit, descending on Jesus “in bodily shape, like a
Fr Noel McMaster CSsR
dove” and a voice from heaven proclaiming: “You are my Son, the Beloved; my
Fr Son Nguyen CSsR
Fr Edmond Nixon CSsR, Mission Leader favour rests on you.” The references to the Holy Spirit remind us of two other
Fr Brian Russell CSsR
significant moments in salvation history. Firstly, in the story of creation in Genesis
Fr Timothy Tapoona CSsR
1, the Holy Spirit hovered of the earth when it was formless void and shrouded in
Fr Manoj Kunnath CSsR (Townsville, NQ)
darkness, and heaven and earth were then completed with all their vast array.
Br. Trung Tran CSsR
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Secondly, in the story of Noah and the Flood (Genesis 6-9), it is a dove which
brings the good news of the end of the Flood, a new start, a new creation. This then
is to say that to be baptised with the Holy Spirit is to make a new start, to be
renewed and re-created. It means a major turning point in our lives. But John the
Baptist proclaims that the baptism which Jesus brings is not only with the Holy
Spirit but with fire. This reference to fire reminds us of the tongues of flame that
descended on the apostles at Pentecost and that inspired them to go forth
fearlessly and preach the gospel to the whole world.

S

o too does the fire of baptism inspire and urge us. Know too, however, that
the fire will also divide us, exposing the division between those who accept
and those who reject the offer of salvation and the demands of the Kingdom.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The gospel account of the baptism of Jesus reminds us of our own baptism when
we were made into sons and daughters of God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and
Whajuk People - Noongar Nation commissioned to spread the good news of Jesus’ coming and the gift of God’s
Custodians grace in the world. Let us give thanks and take heed from Titus who urges us in
today’s first reading to give up everything that does not lead to God and have no
of the land
ambition but to do good.
PAM WARDLEY
0429 450 545
LORETA WILLIAMS 0406 080 157

on which we
worship

Anne Hunt

Baptisms & Marriages

This Week’s Liturgy of the Word
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 ■ Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 ■ Luke 3:15-16

Responsorial Psalm
Oh, bless the Lord , my soul !

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia ! John said: He who is to come is
mightier than I; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire. Alleluia !

Gospel

During this time of social distancing
please make arrangements personally
for ... ► RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

► Infant Baptism preparation
► Celebration of Marriage

CONTACTS
Office: Tue - Fri - 8.30 am - 12.30pm Office reopens Tuesday
Telephone: 08 9328 6600
Email: cssrperth.secretary@gmail.com

Summer Program - January 2022
CHURCH OPENING HOURS
During summer the monastery church will open at
6.00 am closing at 12.00 noon on weekdays till Jan. 26
RECONCILIATION
Until January 26 the Thursday celebration of
Reconciliation will move from 5.00 pm to 10.00 am.
The usual Thursday 5.00 pm Reconciliation will resume
on January 27
feeling of expectancy had grown among

A

the people, who were beginning to think NOVENA IN HONOUR OF OUR LADY
that John might be the Christ, so John
The novena, presently in abeyance, resumes on
declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water,
Saturday, Jan 15, 4.30 pm
but someone is coming, someone who is more MONDAY AFTERNOON CRAFT GROUP
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the
First post Christmas meeting will be on February 7
strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the MONDAY EVENING MEDITATION GROUP
Holy Spirit and fire.
First post Christmas meeting will be on February 7

N

ow when all the people had been baptised
and while Jesus after his own baptism
was at prayer, heaven opened and the
Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are
my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’
The Gospel of the Lord

Bread4Today. A prayer app for life
Download free from www,cssr.org.au/bread4today

Dear Friends
The Christmas season ends today.
Heat and COVID aside, it has been
such a wonderful time. Thanks to
all of you who participated in and
assuredly prepared the monastery’s celebrations through
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany. There was much work
behind the scenes but none of it is taken for granted.
Also, many thanks to each of you for your regular and
generous contributions to the Sunday “weekly offering”
supporting the monastery’s mission and maintenance.

CHOIRS: Sunday Mass choirs return following summer break

Next Week’s Readings & Roster
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 95; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; John 2:1-11

Commentators and Readers
Second Sunday in Ordinary time – January 16
07.00 am
09.00 am
10.30 am
06.00 pm

Christine C. & Peter R
Peggy T, Ric D & Annette D
Wendy C., Sheila D & Jacinta D
Moya D & Tim B

Mass Intentions for this week
Monday `
Tuesday

06.30 am
06.30 am
11.00 am
Wednesday 06.00 am
11.00 am.
Thursday 06.00 am
11.00 am
Friday
06.00 am
11.30 am

Tutulo Family, S/I
Dr Patricia Immaculata & Family
Anthony Ng Chuan Hee R/D
Special Intentions
Tutulo Family, S/I
Special Intention
Patricia Constance Biorcio, A/D
Mona & Tadeusz Niezgodd, RIP
The Faithful Departed

In 27 days time, on February 5, the WA Borders open
Don’t forget your vaccinations and boosters

