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hat’s being revealed to us twelve days after Christmas, because this is what
Epiphany means: something is shown, or revealed to us. We’re all in holiday
mode and then these Magi, these wise men appear, following a star. But
weren’t they there at the crib? So, what are they doing turning up now? (It’s been suggested
they arrived quite some time after the birth, but that’s not what is being revealed.) It’s a
vividly dramatic story filled with light and intense darkness too.
The wise men come from the East, from far away, strangers led by a star, not knowing
where it might lead them. We might wonder what star would we follow, setting out, not
knowing where we’re going? Have our lives been interrupted at some point? When they
arrive in Jerusalem they ask the authorities, “Where is the infant king of the Jews?” This
causes great consternation and Herod calls together the religious leaders who tell him that,
according to prophecy, this king was to be born just down the road in Bethlehem and show
no further interest.

W

e understand their reluctance: we too have been given this gift, but often prefer
to keep it under wraps and just do the decent thing. Meanwhile, Herod is alert
to what the wise men say because he wants to eliminate this possible threat to
his throne. Again, we know something of Herod’s instinct, the fear underlying it, the need to
be in control. The wise men listen and take their leave, guided by what they have heard.
Now, the star reappears overhead and filled with joy, they’re drawn on by its light, until it
stops over a house, in Bethlehem.
They go in and seeing Mary and her child they open their hearts, and ‘do him homage’.
Who, in our lives, are we able to revere, to open our hearts to, putting aside whatever else,
whether money, status, or influence? Then, they open their treasures and offer him gold,
frankincense and myrrh. The wisdom of the wise men leads us to this. What are we able to
offer him from our treasures, our lives, and so to those whom we love and respect? At the
gospel’s end, warned in a dream, they find another way home, leaving behind Herod and his
enablers. In a world full of shadows and threat, a light still leads them.

A

s we learn to open our hearts a little, we come before him hesitantly with the gift of
ourselves and ‘do him homage’. In doing so, we will begin to know the wonder of
Isaiah in the first reading and begin to share in the ‘same inheritance’, as the
second reading says. In Matthew’s gospel it’s the Magi who first reveal to us we are no
longer strangers to one another, that we belong to one another, in Jesus Christ. What’s
revealed to us in this child, is the glory of God being with us, now and forever.

Damian Coleridge

Baptisms & Marriages

This Week’s Liturgy of the Word
Isaiah 60:1-6 ■ Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 ■ Matthew 2:1-12

Responsorial Psalm
Lord, every nation on earth will afore you

Gospel Acclamation

During this time of social distancing
please make arrangements personally
for ... ► RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

► Infant Baptism preparation
► Celebration of Marriage

Alleluia, Alleluia ! We have seen his star in the East and CONTACTS
Office: Tue - Fri - 8.30 am - 12.30pm (Office reopens Jan. 11)
come to afore him.
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Gospel

Telephone: 08 9328 6600
Email: cssrperth.secretary@gmail.com

fter Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in
Summer Program - January 2022
Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some
wise men came to Jerusalem from the east.
‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We CHURCH OPENING HOURS
Up until January 27, the monastery church will open at
saw his star as it rose and have come to do him
homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was
6.00 am and close at 12.00 noon on weekdays after
perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He
which time the usual opening times of 6.00 am - 6.00
called together all the chief priests and the scribes of
pm will resume
the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was
to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him ‘for RECONCILIATION
this is what the prophet wrote:
Until January 26 the Thursday celebration of
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
Reconciliation will move from 5.00 pm to 10.00 am.
you are by no means least among the leaders
The usual Thursday 5.00 pm Reconciliation will resume
of Judah, for out of you will come a leader
on January 27
who will shepherd my people Israel.’
hen Herod summoned the wise men to see him NOVENA IN HONOUR OF OUR LADY
The novena, presently in abeyance, resumes on
privately. He asked them the exact date on
which the star had appeared, and sent them on
Saturday, Jan 15, 4.30 pm
to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he MONDAY AFTERNOON CRAFT GROUP
said ‘and when you have found him, let me know, so
First post Christmas meeting will be on February 7
that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened
to what the king had to say, they set out. And there in MONDAY EVENING MEDITATION GROUP
First post Christmas meeting will be on February 7
front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went
forward, and halted over the place where the child was. CHOIRS: Sunday Mass choirs return following summer break

T

The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going
Next Week’s Readings & Roster
into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary,
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 ■ Ps 103 ■ Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7
and falling to their knees they did him homage. Then,
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold
and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a
Commentators and Readers
dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their
Baptism of the Lord – January 9
own country by a different way.
07.00 am
David B and Brian D
The Gospel of the Lord 09.00 am Charmaine D, Pina F, & Vickie O

HAPPY NEW YEAR

10.30 am
60.00 pm

Veronica K, Patrick G, & Marian D
Mala S & Novy Y

Mass Intentions for this week
Monday `
Tuesday
DEAR FRIENDS
A very happy New Year to each of you - good health,
continued growth, peace in heart and home, prosperity
and a good measure of humour. The year ahead will
be testing COVID-19 wise. So, let’s do our best to
support one another. Best wishes from
THE REDEMPTORIST COMMUNITY

06.30 am
06.30 am
11.00 am
Wednesday 06.00 am
11.00 am.
Thursday 06.00 am
11.00 am
Friday
06.00 am
11.30 am

The Faithful Departed
The Faithful Departed
Pasqualina Marchei, Anniv/D
The Faithful Departed
Hariett Gushue, RIP
The Faithful Departed
Sr Patricia Immaculata & family, RIP
Sr Patricia Immaculata & family, RIP
Tutolo Family

