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Drinking the new wine

O

f all Jesus’ miracles, we might think his turning water into wine is the least
significant. However, for John, this miracle at the wedding feast of Cana
takes pride of place as the first of the ‘signs’ given by Jesus. Other ‘signs’
in John’s gospel include healing miracles, feeding the 5,000, Jesus walking on
water and raising Lazarus from the dead. While John acknowledges there were
“many other signs”, he chooses these seven ‘signs’ so “you may believe Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name” (Jn.
20:30).
Each of these miracle-signs is
a foretaste of the single, great
miracle of Jesus’ resurrection.
So, what lessons can we draw
from the wedding feast of
Cana? First, this is the only
recorded miracle that Jesus
performed for friends and
family. Elsewhere, he seems to
dismiss
any
special
significance
for
family:
“Whoever does the will of my
Father in Heaven is my brother
and sister and mother” (Mtt.
12:50). On another occasion, when returning to Nazareth, we are told Jesus was so
“amazed by their lack of faith … he could work no miracles there” (Mk 6:5f.).

S

econd, there is the extraordinary interchange between Jesus and his mother,
Mary. It is Mary who confronts her son with the problem: “They have no
wine!” We need to note, at this point, Jesus had not given any indication of
special powers. Next, we cannot help but notice Jesus’ annoyance in stating his
time had not yet come. But Mary, unperturbed, tells the waiter: “Do whatever he
tells you”. We know the rest of the story: Jesus not only turns water into wine, but it
is the best possible wine.
The human dimension of this story is compelling. Jesus and his disciples know how
to celebrate life. No doubt they told yarns, sang songs and danced well into the
night. But the time would come when they would face a crisis and be asked to lay
down their lives. Interestingly, the next time we hear of Mary in John’s gospel is at
Jesus’ crucifixion. Just as Mary is present to witness the beginning of Jesus’ public
life at Cana, she is also there to witness what is, for John, the birth of the Church at
Calvary.

W

e are similarly living in a time of transition – what Pope Francis calls a
“change of era” – when the old wine seems to be running out. Like Mary,
we are being asked to place our vulnerable trust in Jesus who, with the
gift of the Spirit, is the new wine for our age. Like the first disciples and early
Christians, we know we live in a time of human and political crisis that also embroils
society and church. We can only but trust in God who alone is able to turn the water
of our fears into the new wine of God’s creative presence and enduring love.

Gerard Hall SM

Baptisms & Marriages

This Week’s Liturgy of the Word
Isaiah 62:1-5 ● 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 ● John 2:1-11

Responsorial Psalm
Proclaim his marvellous deeds to all the nations

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia! God has called us with the gospel to share
in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!

Gospel

T

'Do whatever he tells you'

During this time of social distancing
please make arrangements personally
for ... ► RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

► Infant Baptism preparation
► Celebration of Marriage

CONTACTS
Office: Tue - Fri - 8.30 am - 12.30pm
Telephone: 08 9328 6600
Email: cssrperth.secretary@gmail.com

here was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. The
Summer Program - January 2022
mother of Jesus was there, and Jesus and his
disciples had also been invited. When they ran CHURCH OPENING HOURS
out of wine, since the wine provided for the wedding
During summer the monastery church will open at
was all finished, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They
6.00 am closing at 12.00 noon on weekdays till Jan 27
have no wine.’ Jesus said ‘Woman, why turn to me? My
hour has not come yet.’ His mother said to the servants, RECONCILIATION
‘Do whatever he tells you.’
Until January 27 the Thursday celebration of
Reconciliation will move from 5.00 pm to 10.00 am.
There were six stone water jars standing there, meant
for the ablutions that are customary among the Jews: MONDAY AFTERNOON CRAFT GROUP
each could hold twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to
First post Christmas meeting will be on February 7
the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’, and they filled MONDAY EVENING MEDITATION GROUP
them to the brim. ‘Draw some out now’ he told them
First post Christmas meeting will be on February 7
‘and take it to the steward.’ They did this; the steward
tasted the water, and it had turned into wine.
CHOIRS: Sunday Mass choirs return following summer
Having no idea where it came from – only the servants break
who had drawn the water knew – the steward called the
Next Week’s Readings & Roster
bridegroom and said, ‘People generally serve the best
wine first, and keep the cheaper sort till the guests have
had plenty to drink; but you have kept the best wine till Neh 8:2-6, 8-10 ● Ps 18 ● 1 Cor 12:12-30 ● Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
now.’ This was the first of the signs given by Jesus: it
Commentators and Readers
was given at Cana in Galilee. He let his glory be seen,
Third
Sunday in Ordinary time – January 23
and his disciples believed in him.
07.00 am

The Gospel of the Lord 09.00 am

Mass Intentions for this week
Monday `
Tuesday

06.30 am
06.30 am
11.00 am
Wednesday 06.00 am
11.00 am.
Thursday 06.00 am
11.00 am
Friday
06.00 am
11.30 am

Tutolo Family, S/I
To the faithful departed, S/I
Joan & Gordon D’ Rozario, RIP
Sr Patricia Immaculata, S/I
Patrick Joe Higgins, RIP
Thanksgiving Mass
Joseph Curran, RIP
Thanksgiving Mass, S/I
Sisters Jude, Therese, Michael, S/I

10.30 am
06.00 pm

Anna Kristancic & Debbie Dimond
Maureen M, Heather C & Charmaine D
Sarah C, Anna N & Nina C
Patrick Durack & Marya Stewart

Pope Francis addresses Diplomats
“Dear Ambassadors,
In these days, we are conscious that the fight against the pandemic
still calls for a significant effort on the part of everyone; certainly,
the New Year will continue to be demanding in this regard. The
coronavirus continues to cause social isolation and to take lives. At
the same time, we have realized that in those places where an
effective vaccination campaign has taken place, the risk of severe
repercussions of the disease has decreased.

“It is therefore important to continue the effort to immunize the general population as much as possible. This calls for a manifold
commitment on the personal, political and international levels. First, on the personal level. Each of us has a responsibility to care for our
self and our health, and this translates into respect for the health of those around us. Health care is a moral obligation. Sadly, we are
finding increasingly that we live in a world of strong ideological divides.
“Frequently people let themselves be influenced by the ideology of the moment, often bolstered by baseless information or poorly
documented facts. Every ideological statement severs the bond of human reason with the objective reality of things. The pandemic, on
the other hand, urges us to adopt a sort of “reality therapy” that makes us confront the problem head on and adopt suitable remedies to
resolve it. Vaccines are not a magical means of healing, yet surely they represent, in addition to other treatments that need to be
developed, the most reasonable solution for the prevention of the disease …...”

Pope Francis - January 10, 2022

