The Living Word

Summer Program

Redemptorist Monastery

Christmas Readings

at the Monastery Church

National Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Isaiah 9:1-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14

CHURCH OPENING HOURS
Up until January 27, the monastery church will
open at 6.00 am and close at 12.00 noon on
weekdays after which time the usual opening times of
6.00 am - 6.00 pm will resume
RECONCILIATION
1. The usual timetable for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation is in abeyance over Christmas/New
Year and will resume on Tuesday, January 4.
2. Thursdays: Between Christmas and January 26
Thursday celebration of reconciliation will move from
5.00 pm to 10.00 am. The usual Thursday 5.00 pm
reconciliation will resume on January 27
NOVENA IN HONOUR OF OUR LADY
The novena is cancelled over Christmas and will
recommence on Saturday, January 15, 4.30 pm
11.00 AM WEEKDAY MASS:
The 11.00 am Weekday Mass is cancelled over
Christmas. It will recommence Tuesday through
Friday from January 4.
MONDAY AFTERNOON CRAFT GROUP
First post Christmas meeting will be on February 7
MONDAY EVENING MEDITATION GROUP
First post Christmas meeting will be on February 7
CHOIRS:
Sunday Mass choirs return following summer break

Responsorial Psalm
Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Good News and great joy to all the
world: today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel

“Caesar Augustus
issued a decree for
a census of the
whole world to be
taken.
This census – the first – took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria, and everyone went to his own town to
be registered. So Joseph set out from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the
town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s
House and line, in order to be registered together with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were
there the time came for her to have her child, and she
gave birth to a son, her first born. She wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because
there was no room for them at the inn.
In the countryside close by there were shepherds who
lived in the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks
during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to them
and the glory of the Lord shone round them. They were
terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I
bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the
whole people. Today in the town of David a saviour has
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And here is a sign
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes
and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly with the angel there
was a great throng of the heavenly host, praising God and
singing:
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’
The Gospel of the Lord

Commentators & Readers
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28; Colossians 3:12-21;
Luke 2:41-52
The Holy Family— 26 Dec 2021
07.00 am Michael Lyra & David Cunningham
09.00 am Maureen M, Pina F & Vicki O
10.30 am

Wendy C, Mary L & Theresa N

06.00 pm Volunteers & Rio

Christmas greetings

Dear Friends,
If you have joined us over Christmas please consider
yourself part of the monastery family. You are always
welcome at the monastery for this is an inclusive
community, a home away from home. And know that your
initiatives are welcome.
On behalf of our Pastor, Fr. Tuyen Vu, and on behalf of the
Redemptorist Community I wish you all a very happy
Christmas and a New Year blessed in a thousand ways.
Yes, a hot Christmas and in some places masks. There may
be a few squabbles in the midst of presents, feasting,
visitors, tiredness. So, let’s all look after each other
remembering our “God is with us” (Emmanuel).

Fr. Edmond

Leader of Mission

Christmas Day

(Boxing Day Mass texts overleaf)

MASS TIMES
Saturday:
Sunday:

5.00pm (Vigil)
7.00am, 9.00am,
10.30am & 6.00pm.
Monday:
6.30am
Tuesday:
6.30am
Wednesday: 6.30am
Thursday:
6.30am
Friday:
6.30am

NOVENA
to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Saturdays at 4.30pm.

Note changed Summer program
RECONCILIATION TIMES
Note changed Summer program

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

10.00am - 10.50am.
10.00am - 10.50am.
10.00am -10.50am.
10.00am - 10-.50am.
10.00am - 12.00pm.
4.00pm - 4.30pm.
5.45pm - 6.00pm.

W

Time to reset our sights

hat a year it has been as the pandemic raged across the world for a
second year. It’s been a hard time in so many ways. But now, at last, it’s
Christmas and we gather to give thanks for the many graces and blessings
in our lives, despite the hard times, and to rejoice in the greatest gift of all, Jesus,
Emmanuel, God with us, and our world and our destiny forever changed. The great
Christian thinker of the 4th century, Athanasius, with stunning simplicity summed up
REDEMPTORIST COMMUNITY
what that event meant for each and every one of us, a mystery so wonderful that we
hardly dare believe it: He, the Son of God, became human that we might become
Fr Tuyen Vu CSsR, Pastor
divine! He, truly and fully God, the eternal Word, through whom all things were
Fr Mark Chia CSsR
made, became human, one like us in all things but sin. In becoming human he
Fr Thomas McFall CSsR
established a forevermore communion between the human and divine.
Fr Noel McMaster CSsR
Fr Son Nguyen CSsR
With his becoming human, our lives and our destiny were radically and forever
Fr Edmond Nixon CSsR, Mission Leader changed. Eternal life in the bosom of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – in
Fr Brian Russell CSsR
communion with each other; that is our destiny. There are many things that the
Fr Timothy Tapoona CSsR
pandemic has brought home to us, but perhaps the most important of all is the
Fr Manoj Kunnath CSsR (Townsville, Q)
acute realisation of our need and our longing for communion. Lockdowns, social
Br Trung Tran CSsR
distancing requirements, and restrictions on our gathering with family and friends
Mr Savirio Vunibobo
have cost us dearly. How we have longed to share a meal. How we have longed for
MASS TIMES & INFO
human touch and physical expressions of friendship, affection and love. The
(08) 9328 3486
pandemic has highlighted that we are hard-wired for connection, communication,
CONTACT DETAILS
and community.
ADDRESS: 190 Vincent St
ut we are hard-wired not just for connection with each other. We are hardNorth Perth WA 6006
wired for connection with the One who loved us into being and created us for
PHONE:
(08) 9328 6600
communion. At Christmas we celebrate the gift of God’s communion with us.
WEB: www.themonastery.org.au
E: cssrperth.secretary@gmail.com
In establishing that communion, he came, not with pomp and majesty befitting a
king, but very humbly, helpless and vulnerable as a new-born babe, to a couple far
SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS
away from home and family, in a foreign place, alone, amidst strangers, in a smelly
stable, with a manger for a cradle. This babe’s birth changed everything. It is meant
PAM WARDLEY
0429 450 545
to change us! It urges us to ponder these things in our hearts, as she, his young
LORETA WILLIAMS 0406 080 157
mother, did. It beckons us to reassess our values, our aspirations, the way we live
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
our lives, how we invest our time, what we treasure, and where we place our hopes.
The pandemic has prompted us to reassess our priorities. But much more,
Wadjuk People
Christmas prompts us to reset our sights on the love that has been given to us and
Noongar Nation
to give of ourselves in ever greater love and greater care for one another and for
our suffering world. May you find time to ponder these things this Christmas. And
Custodians of the
land on which today may the blessings of joy and peace abide in you throughout the year.

B

we worship

Anne Hunt

Boxing Day ~ The Holy Family ~ 26 December 2021

Looking back ...
… looking forward

BOXING DAY Readings - Feast of Holy Family
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28; 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24;

Responsorial Psalm

S

lim Dusty is fondly remembered as Australia’s ‘King How happy they who dwell in your house, O Lord.
of Country’. During his lifetime, Slim released more
Gospel Acclamation
than a hundred albums, selling more than seven million records and earning over 70 gold and platinum album Alleluia, alleluia! Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to
certifications. ‘Looking forward, Looking Back’ is a famous
Slim Dusty song.

Gospel

As another year comes to an end and the countdown to 2019
begins, Slim’s song title offers some practical wisdom. Today is a timely opportunity for all of us to look forward and
look back, to reflect on the past year’s blessings and to set
our goals for the year ahead.

Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. When he was twelve
years old, they went up for the feast as usual. When
they were on their way home after the feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents
knowing it. They assumed he was with the caravan, and
Imagine the Holy Family of Nazareth doing the same. They, it was only after a day’s journey that they went to look
too, had much to look back on and much to anticipate! Mary
for him among their relations and acquaintances. When
might have recalled the angel’s words about Jesus at the Anthey failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looknunciation, “He will be great and will be called Son of the
Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king … his ing for him everywhere.
kingdom will never end” (Luke 1:32, 33b). Joseph might
Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting
have recalled his dream, when the angel told him to name
among
the doctors, listening to them, and asking them
Mary’s son Jesus, “because he will save his people from
questions;
and all those who heard him were astounded
their sins” (Matthew 1:21).
at his intelligence and his replies. They were overcome
ary and Joseph might also have reflected again on when they saw him, and his mother said to him, ‘My
their experience with Simeon. Holding the infant child, why have, you done this to us? See how worried
Jesus, Simeon shared his vision where he saw the your father and I have been, looking for you. ’Why were
fulfillment of all God’s promises and the hope for the future you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not know that I
salvation of Israel. “For my eyes have seen your salvation … must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But they did not
a light to reveal your will to the gentiles and bring glory to understand what he meant. He then went down with
your people Israel” (Luke 2:30, 32). No wonder Mary and them and came to Nazareth and lived under their authority. His mother stored up all these things in her
Joseph were amazed!
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in
Remembering and reflecting on these special moments of favour with God and men.
God’s presence and grace must have helped Mary and JoThis Week’s Mass Intentions
seph to trust in God’s faithfulness and to know that whatever
the future might hold, they would not be alone.
Mon 6.30 am
Special Intention
Tue
6.30
am
Anthony Ng Chuan Hee R/D
Think now about your own ‘holy family’? How was God
Wed
6.30
am
The Faithful Departed
present to you this year? Were there times of joy: like the
Thu
6.30
am
Sr. Patricia Immaculata S/I
birth of a new child or grandchild, a marriage, a new job, a
Fri
6.30
am
M/M. Migule Castro RIP
graduation? Were there times of sadness and struggle: like
illness, death, disharmony, financial troubles? Spend some
time reflecting on how God has been with you through it all. 11.00 Mass intentions transferred to 2022
But don’t just look back; look forward too. How has the past
Next Week’s Commentators & Readers
year prepared you for the blessings to come? Maybe God is
The Epiphany of the Lord— 2 January 2022
beginning to unfold something new in your life.

M

H

ow might you embrace it? Does it call you to trust,
especially if the situation seems unclear or uncertain? Looking forward is an invitation for you to be
open to God’s blessings, to be amazed at how God is at work
in your life and to know that even better things are still to
come!

07.00 am

Debbie Dimond & David Cunningham

09.00 am

Ric D, Annette D & Heather C

10.30 am

Marian D, Desiree S & Mary L

Looking back on the year just gone we thank our loving God
for being with us during these hard times. Looking forward
to the new year, we pray that we will remain close to the
One who is always present and faithful to us.

6.00 pm

Gary Evans & Maureen Neville

David J Hore CSsR

Pope Francis Speaks

"Let the clouds rain down the Just One,
and the earth bring forth a Saviour."
Isaiah 45:8 at Christmas

Baptisms & Marriages
During this time of social distancing please make arrangements
personally for ...
► RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
► Infant Baptism preparation
► Celebration of Marriage
CONTACTS
Office: Tuesday through Friday - 8.30 am - 12.30pm.
Telephone: 08 9328 6600
Email: cssrperth.secretary@gmail.com
Personally: Speak with Fr. Tuyen Vu (Pastor)
We are on Facebook.
Please search for ‘Redemptorist Monastery’
Check out our page & support us
Bread4Today - A prayer app for life.
Download the app free from
www,cssr.org.au/bread4today
EMERGENCY RELIEF ASSISTANCE
Free Call—1300 794 054

COVID-19 Public Health Announcement
Public health and social measures came into effect for the Perth
and Peel regions at 6pm last Thursday, 23 December 2021.
They presently remain in effect until 6am Tuesday, 28 December 2021.
These public health and social measures include:
 Mandatory mask wearing for all public indoor settings and
on public transport;
 Certain high-risk large-scale events, such as music
festivals, will be cancelled and nightclubs will be closed;
and dancing is banned except for weddings; and
 Anyone who has been in the Perth and Peel Regions since
December 16 and enters another regional area is required
to wear a mask as per requirements in Perth-Peel. Travel
to remote Aboriginal communities remain restricted.
West Australian Government
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe, SDB

For the Archbishop’s videoed
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
Please click HERE

“Humanity is a great and
immense family... This is
proved by what we feel in
our hearts at Christmas.”
Pope St John XXIII

Below is the
text of Pope
Francis’
weekly
Wednesday
audience,
delivered on
Dec. 15, 2021
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!
Today, just a few days before Christmas, I would like to
recall with you the event history cannot dispense with:
the birth of Jesus.
To comply with the Emperor Cesar Augustus’ decree
that ordered them to go to their place of origin to be
registered, Joseph and Mary went from Nazareth down to
Bethlehem. As soon as they arrived, they immediately
sought lodging since the moment for Mary to give birth
was imminent. Unfortunately, they did not find anything.
So, Mary was forced to give birth in a stable (Lk. 2:1-7).
Let’s think: the Creator of the universe...He was not
given a place to be born! Perhaps this was an
anticipation of what the evangelist John would say: “He
came to his own home, and his own people received him
not” (1:11); and what Jesus Himself would say: “Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
man has nowhere to lay his head” (Lk 9:58).
It was an angel who announced the birth of Jesus, and he
did so to some lowly shepherds. And it was a star that
showed the Magi the way to Bethlehem (cf. Mt 2:1,
9.10). An angel is a messenger from God. The star
reminds us that God created the light (Gn 1:3) and that
the Baby would be “the light of the world,” as He would
define himself (cf. Jan 8:12, 46), the “true light that
enlightens every man” (Jn 1:9), that “shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (v. 5).
The shepherds personify the poor of Israel, lowly people
who interiorly live with the awareness of their own want.
Precisely for this reason, they trust more than others in
God. They were the first to see the Son of God made
man, and this encounter changed them deeply. The
Gospel notes that they returned “glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen” (Lk 2:20).
The Magi are also around the newborn Jesus (cf. Mt 2:112). The Gospels do not tell us who the kings might have
been, nor how many there were, nor what their names
were. The only thing we know for certain is that they
came from a distant country in the East (perhaps from
Babylonia, or Arabia, or Persia of that time), they set out
on a journey seeking the King of the Jews, whom they
identified with God in their hearts because they said they
wanted to adore him. The Magi represent the pagan
peoples, in particular all those who have sought God
down through the ages, and who set out on a journey to
find Him. They also represent the rich and powerful, but
only those who are not slaves to possessions, who are not
“possessed” by the things they believe they possess.
The message of the Gospels is clear: the birth of Jesus is
a universal event that concerns all of humanity ….”

